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“With the exception of some magical schools like 
School 21 – I don’t think education has changed much 
in the past 50 years.”

Sir Richard Branson,
Virgin Group founder
Speaking at the Virgin Disruptors, Future of Education event, virgin.com

“The best, most creative and entrepreneurial school in 
the UK, with a great vibe and an ‘all welcome’ ethos.”

Richard Reed, 
Innocent Smoothies founder  

“In order to help young people from all backgrounds 
achieve their best, School 21 has given the development 
of spoken language skills a central place in its curriculum. 
Other schools should follow their lead.”

Professor Neil Mercer, 
University of Cambridge  



Universities and employers are looking 
for something very different from today’s young people.

That’s why at Six 21 you develop head, heart and hand.
Head (academics) (character) (doing)Heart Hand Success

We offer
- High quality courses, taught by outstanding     
  teachers using the most advanced and rigorous    
  techniques.

- Lectures and masterclasses from university  
  professors and industry experts.

- Incredible opportunities for internships, work  
  placements and mentoring from an extensive  
  range of partner organisations. 

We offer
- A coaching programme designed to help you  
  find your spark and to develop as a leader.

- Service learning, community projects and  
  campaigns that test your ability to make a  
  difference in the world.

- Trips, challenges and residentials that help  
  you grow as a person. 

We offer
- Independent research projects, allowing  
  you to become an expert in an area you are  
  passionate about.

- Project based learning, with a focus on 
  solving real world problems.

- Opportunities to be entrepreneurial,   
  launching start-ups or offering your services  
  as a freelancer.

+ + =



Six 21 is for the ambitious, 
the academic and the 
enterprising. 
Over two exciting and challenging years we will help 
you grow as a person. At Six 21 you will develop:

A renewed sense of PURPOSE, and a set of values that will 
drive you to success.

Great QUALIFICATIONS, that will set you up for university 
and life.

The ability to generate creative IDEAS and solve complex 
challenges.

A NETWORK of people you will have met, talked to and 
worked with who can help you in the future.

Great SPEAKING skills as a result of our groundbreaking 
oracy curriculum.

LEADERSHIP development so that you have the confidence 
and skills to make a difference in the world. 



Exciting and 
challenging 
qualifications will 
prepare you for 
further study and 
careers.

Your choice of courses

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a qualification that allows you 
to explore a topic of your choice through a piece of rigorous, independent 
research. It is a recognised and highly recommended qualification by top 
universities who see it as an opportunity for students to develop their 
expertise, creativity, and research skills.  At Six 21 you will study the EPQ in 
addition to your A-level courses.

You will get the chance to work with some of the best leaders in the country:  
politicians, entrepreneurs, sports people and leading scientists amongst others. 
You will have the chance to develop leadership skills through a programme of 
stretching challenges, both academic and personal.

We offer A-level courses in a broad range of subjects.  
All students at Six 21 will study the Extended Project 
Qualification.

Extended Project Qualification 

Leadership programme

Art
Biology
Business & Enterprise
Chemistry
Computing
Creative Digital Media
Design
Drama
Economics
English Language
English Literature
Environmental Science
Further Maths

Geography
Government & Politics
History
Maths
Music
Music Technology
Philosophy
Photography
Physical Education / Sport
Physics
Psychology
Sociology
SpanishTop universities programme 

If you are aiming for an elite university, there will be 
a dedicated programme of support so that you are 
equipped to succeed at the institution of your choice. 
All students will benefit from Six 21’s fantastic careers 
programme, including work placements, real world 
projects, visits to universities and colleges, and high 
quality advice and mentoring. However, for those who 
are applying to institutions with highly specialised 
application processes (such as Oxbridge, many Russell 
Group universities, elite art and music colleges, or 
specific courses such as medicine or veterinary 
science), there will be an additional layer of support 
available. Academic mentoring, workshops run by 
university admissions departments, and additional 
support to prepare for admissions tests and interviews 
will be made available to all who need it.



At Six 21 we will use the best of traditional and modern techniques to ensure 
your learning is extraordinary.  Here are 10 examples:

Research driven: Our exceptional teaching team not 
only integrate the best research in the field of education 
into their practice, but conduct their own research in 
collaboration with universities such as Cambridge and 
Kings College London, as well as independently through 
our ‘Beautiful Works’ journal.

Critiquing and crafting: We believe that the ability to 
give and receive specific feedback helps you improve your 
work so that it is of an extraordinary standard.

Creating beautiful work: In the real world, nothing of 
real value is achieved first time. It is through multiple 
drafts that you will get the chance to create beautiful 
work that has value to an authentic audience beyond the 
classroom.

Integrated technology: We utilise the power of 
technology as a productive tool and a way to support 
anytime and anywhere learning.

Independent research projects: You will mastermind 
deep academic enquiries into topics you are passionate 
about, using university standard research protocols and 
collaborating with researchers in your chosen field.

Interdisciplinary learning: Our teachers collaborate 
and plan together across traditional subject disciplines 
because learning in the real world is rarely neatly defined. 

University approach: By incorporating lectures,  
seminars and one-to-one tutorials from our own 
outstanding teachers and visiting experts, we prepare 
you for the demands of higher education.

Oracy rich learning: We are a world-leading school in 
the teaching of effective communication using spoken 
language. This enhances learning now and ensures you 
leave able to present yourself exceptionally well in any 
situation.

Project based learning: You will solve real world 
problems and learn to combine knowledge, creativity 
and teamwork.

Harkness debates and Socratic seminars: We have 
developed teaching methods that help you debate and 
question to gain deeper understanding. 

Expert teaching for those who love debating, thinking, 
analysing and questioning.



If you’re passionate about a career in science or medicine, you’ll be able to 
take advantage of opportunities such as work placements with hospitals 
and fantastic links with top universities specialising in the sciences such 
as Kings College London and the University of Cambridge.

Our long-standing partnerships with world-leading companies, Salesforce 
and KPMG, and with other exciting start-ups such as Makers Academy 
will allow us to design dynamic, entrepreneurial experiences for our 
students, asking them to tackle live design briefs for a real client. 

We have developed strong working partnerships locally with arts 
organisations such as Bow Arts and Stratford East, as well as globally 
with advertising firm, Ogilvy. Our students will take part in visits, on-site 
projects, and the opportunity for extended work placements with our 
ever-expanding array of creative and cultural partners. 

Our staff and trustees have unrivalled networks within government, 
public services and major organisations, so opportunities in this area will 
be rich and varied.

Science &
Medicine

Law &
Government

Creative &
Media

Tech &
Business

Whatever your academic pathway, we have partners to 
widen your experiences and deepen your understanding.
Since School 21 opened in 2012, we have built up an impressive and ever-expanding network of partners in varied industries and academic areas.  We put these partnerships at 
the heart of our offer,  guaranteeing you better ‘real world’ opportunities than you’ll get anywhere else. 



Learning from great entrepreneurs Art and design projects

Leadership and Duke of Edinburgh Debating and public speaking

Drama and music shows Support getting into top universities Volunteering - here and abroad

Exciting clubs e.g. robotics

A range of sports



We want all our students to succeed in life.  So, at Six 21, we form a 
partnership with you that lasts beyond your time here so that you 
can be confident you are on the path towards future success.

While you are at Six 21:
-  You will form tight-knit coaching groups, supporting each other  
   to grow as individuals, as leaders, and as caring and collaborative  
   young adults.

-  You will have regular one-on-one meetings with your coach,   
   supporting you academically and emotionally.

- We will support you through the process of university, college   
  and job applications – giving you access to high quality 
   information, arranging visits to a broad range of institutions,  
  and offering expert guidance from our internal careers team 
  and our extensive network of partners.

When you leave Six 21:
-  You will still be able to ask for advice and guidance, particularly                
   around landing your dream job in the first few years after 
   university.

-  We will run networking events, inviting potential employers and  
   influential partners to meet former students.

-  You will join our Six 21 graduate community,  giving you the   
   opportunity to reach hundreds of alumni with questions or 
   requests for advice.

One of the most exciting 
schools out there, School 
21 is leading the way in 
how post 16 education 
should look. Their 
cutting-edge approach to 
teaching and important 
links with the business 
community are developing 
the most talented and 
employable young people 
of today.

Lord Rumi Verjee,
Businessman and philanthropist

Our commitment to every student.



Karenann Spencer is our newly appointed Head of Six 21. 
She is an experienced Deputy Headteacher whose work 
on student achievement contributed to her previous school 
being named in the top 100 schools nationally for student 
progress and being shortlisted for TES Secondary School 
of the Year twice. Karenann is an outstanding A-level Maths 
teacher and is an expert on curriculum and assessment. She 
is excited to be leading the creation of a sixth form that will 
develop students academically, creatively and emotionally. 

Peter Hyman is Executive Headteacher and co-founder 
of School 21. He was a strategist and speechwriter for 
the British Prime Minister before moving into education 
and training to be a history teacher. He worked in two 
outstanding schools before School 21. He is author of the 
book, 1 out of 10.

Oli de Botton is an English teacher who has also worked in 
education policy and strategy. He was a member of the first 
cohort of Teach First teachers in 2003 and has been a Head 
of Sixth and Assistant Headteacher at previous schools. 
From 2008 to 2012, Oli worked as a government education 
advisor in the UK and around the world, specialising in 
teacher development and curriculum. In 2012 he co-founded 
School 21 where he is the Headteacher.

Ed Fidoe is an education reformer and advisor,  committed to 
transforming the UK education system by hands-on reform 
as well as advising the UK’s leading educational intuitions. 
Having co-founded School 21 in 2012 he continues to 
support its development as Chief Executive of the 21 Trust. 
He specialises in exploring the future of education in several 
areas, from innovative forms of pedagogy to the role of data 
and technology.

We have brought together an experienced and expert team 
to pioneer this new approach.
Building on School 21’s reputation for excellence – rated outstanding in 
all categories by Ofsted – Six 21 is run by an experienced team who are 
dedicated to delivering the highest standards and widest opportunities.



BEFORE YOU APPLY
The best way to see if Six 21 is right for you is to come to our open 
evening.  You’ll get to sample some of the exciting learning that makes Six 
21 so special, speak to our fantastic teachers, and ask any questions that 
come to mind. Keep an eye on our website for upcoming events you can 
get involved in.

ONLINE APPLICATION
All applications should be submitted through our website: 
six21.org.uk 

OFFER
If you are successful, we will make you a conditional offer subject to your 
achievement of the minimum GCSE grades necessary to study each of 
your courses. 

INDUCTION
During the summer term we will run an induction event to help get you 
up to speed for September. You’ll get some intensive training and will be 
able to take part in taster lessons for each of your subjects. We’ll also give 
you a welcome pack so you have everything you need to feel prepared for 
starting in September. 

ASSESSMENT DAY
You’ll get a chance to show us some of your best work, take part in 
collaborative tasks, and meet with our Head of Sixth.
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Contact us
For more information, to get in touch or to apply for a 
place at Six 21:

web: six21.org.uk

email us: info@six21.org.uk

Pitchford Street
London
E15 4RZ

Six21
LONDON’S PIONEERING SIXTH FORM

How do I apply?
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